
Succeeding in GCSE Languages
Outline of the event:

1. Welcome and introductions
2. Language learning in context
3. How the Languages department will support your child
4. How your child can support themselves
5. How you as a parent can support your child
6. Q&A

Did you know?

When asked by GH Magazine, 50% of 
parents said they wish they had learnt 

a foreign language at school.



Language learning in context



Language learning in context

On average across the EU, 65% of 
people can speak at least one other 

foreign language.

However, in the UK, 65% of 
people cannot speak a foreign 

language. 



Language learning in context



Benefits of language learning



It isn’t all bad news…

Did you know?

Entries for GCSE 
Languages nationally are 
around 46%.

At Kingsdale we are 
bucking this trend, 
entering approximately 
91% of students. 

We also have increased 
uptake at A level and 
now all four languages 
are offered in the Sixth 
Form. 



It isn’t all bad news…



How the department is helping
1. We are a team of 18 enthusiastic Language specialists with many native 

speakers.
2. In the past 3 years, we ran 10 trips abroad for students to Austria, France, 

Germany, Italy and Spain.
3. We make use of online tools such as Memrise and Seneca to track student 

progress and make language learning more engaging.
4. We offer native speaker clubs for students who speak French, German or 

Spanish at home.  
5. We also enter students for a GCSE or A level in their home language. 
6. Virtual careers event and European Day of Languages
7. We have a wide range of intervention available for all languages. 



How students can help themselves
1. Have a positive attitude towards your language studies and come prepared to 

each lesson. 
2. Participate fully in class, speaking as much in the target language as 

possible. 
3. Change your social media into the foreign language you are learning and 

follow some Instagram,YouTube and Tik Tok accounts that will help with 
your language learning.

4. Test yourself regularly on vocabulary – ask someone at home to help you.
5. Make the most of the online resources, such as Memrise.
6. Use past paper questions accessed via revision world and Edexcel website.
7. Extra homework/Free writing: give yourself 20 minutes to write without any 

resources about a topic using different tenses and structures learnt in class. 
Hand it in to your teacher to get feedback.

8. Find something to watch in another language and change the language on 
your Netflix or Prime account! 

9. Listen to foreign music, radio and news to improve your listening skills.
10.Use apps and websites to learn the language independently.



How you can help your child
1. Be positive about language learning and avoid sharing horror stories of your own 

experiences! 
2. Take an interest in what your child is learning and help them work out how 

language learning will benefit them. 
3. Ask your child to teach you a bit of the language each week.
4. Test your child using their vocabulary booklets.
5. Look through their book with them and encourage them to check their work for 

errors and redraft written pieces.
6. Encourage them to read through their notes and prepare questions to ask their 

teacher for clarification of concepts not understood.
7. Encourage them to prepare a bank of phrases which can be used on a variety of 

topics, using structures that they have learnt in class instead of relying on a 
dictionary. 

8. Encourage them to use www.wordreference.com to look up individual words 
instead of relying on online translators.

9. Track your child’s progress via our progress tracker (stuck in the front of their 
books).

10.Your child will never have “no language homework”! Always encourage the use of 
Memrise. Little and often works best! 

http://www.wordreference.com/


Why this all matters

According to the Harvard Family 
Research project, parental 
engagement is associated with:
• Higher student achievement
• Higher levels of enrolment for 

FE courses
• Better attendance to school
• Improved student confidence
• Students having higher 

expectations of themselves

Students working out why a 
language will benefit them will 
provide them with the motivation to 
carry out the tasks they need to do 
in order to achieve their potential.



Thank you for coming!
Any questions?

ewn@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk


